THE GREAT CRESTED NEWT

The great crested newt is one of Europe’s most
impressive amphibians. Both sexes grow to about
15cm long. The dorsal skin is dark brown to black,
with darker spots, a granular texture, and very fine
white spots on the flanks. In contrast the underside
is strikingly marked with orange/yellow and black.
In the breeding season males develop prominent
dorsal crests and have silvery tail stripes.

WHERE GREAT CRESTED
NEWTS ARE FOUND

The great crested newt is found in lowland habitats
across Northern Europe. This newt is widely
distributed throughout most of England, but is rare
in Cornwall, Devon and parts of Wales and Scotland.
It can use a variety of water bodies for breeding but
is most often found in medium to large sized ponds,
typically on farm land. Outside the breeding season
it needs land with plenty of ground cover for
foraging, sheltering and hibernation. This usually
takes the form of undisturbed rough grassland,
scrub or woodland.

PROBLEMS AND THREATS

If they are going to thrive, amphibians need
networks of ponds linked by suitable habitat.

The general decline of amphibians has been caused
by agricultural intensification and urban
developments which have had serious adverse
effects on ponds and their surroundings.

The great crested newt is rather more demanding in
its habitat requirements than the other widespread
British amphibians and has been affected more
severely.

If ponds are not managed they can lose their value
to newts by becoming silted up or too heavily
shaded by trees.

Other serious threats are the introduction of fish and
the restriction of newts to isolated ponds.

A female great crested newt on land

CONSERVATION ACTION

As the great crested newt is becoming less common in

Britain, it is recognised as a priority for conservation action.

It is protected under British and European law. A national

Species Action Plan (SAP), endorsed by the UK

Government, is being implemented in order to maintain the

range, distribution and viability of existing populations. You

can help conserve the great crested newt by:

e making new ponds,

e restoring degraded ponds,

e managing terrestrial habitat for newts,

e sending in details of newt observations to local
Biological Record Centres.

The Herpetological Conservation Trust, Froglife and the
British Herpetological Society are Lead Partners for the SAP
and are working with others to improve the status of this
newt in Britain.

More details about great crested newt ecology and conservation are
provided in the Great Crested Newt Conservation Handbook by Tom
Langton, Catherine Beckett and Jim Foster published by Froglife (2001).
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